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ALLY 
marchants, citizens, apprentices, yeomen, 
and plaine countrey farmers, 


Health. 


Hen Sceuela, Gentlemen, ſaw his natiue 
V citie beſieged by Porſenna, and that 
Rome the miſtreſſe of the world was 
readie to be maiſtred by a profeſſed 
foe to the publicke eſtate: hee entred 
boldly into the enemies camp, and in 
the Tent of the king (taking him for the king) ſle the 
kings Secretarie, whereupon condemned, brought to 
the fire,he thruſt his right hand into the flame _— 
it off voluntarie, becauſe it was ſo infortunat to miſſe 
the fatal ſtab he had intendedto his coũtries enimies, 
and then with an honourable reſolution, breathd out 
this. Mallem non efie qui nen prodeſſe patriæ. This inſtãce 
of Scewela greatly hath emboldened mee to thinke no 
pains nor danger too great that groweth to the bene- 
fit of my countrie,& though I cannot as he mannadge 


with my courtlax, nor attempt to vnleager Porſenna: 


yet with my pen I will indeuour to diſplay the nature 
and ſecrets of diuers cooſenages more preiudiciall to 
England then the inuaſion of Porſenna was to Rome. 
For when that valiant king ſaw the reſolutiõ of Scenela; 
as one diſmaid at the honour of his thoughtes, he ſor- 
rowed ſo braue a man had ſo deſperatly loſt his hand, 
and thereupon grewe friends with the Romans . Bat 
gentlemen theſe Conny-catchers, theſe vultures, theſe 
farall Harpies, that putriſie with their infections, this 
flouriſhing eſtate of England, as if they had their con- 
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: The Epiſtle 
ſciences ſcaled with a hot iron, & that as men deliue- 
red vp into a reprobate ſence,grace Here vtterly exild 
from their harts, ſo with the deafe Adder they not on · 
ly ſtop their eares againſt the voice of the chat met, but 
difſolutely without any ſparke of remorſe ſtand vpon 
their brauados, and openly in words & actions main- 
tain their palpa le and manifeſt cooſenages, (wearing 


by no leſſe then their enemies bloud, cue by God him 


ſelfe, that they will make a maſſacre of his bones, and 
cut off my right hand for penning downe their abho- 
minable practiſes: but alas forthe poore ſnakes, words 
are wind, & looks but glances;cuery thunderclap hath 
not a bolt, nor euery Conny-catchers oath an execu- 


tion. liuc (till, & I liuc to diſplay their villanies,which, 


gentlemen you ſhal ſee {et down in moſt ample maner 
in this ſmall treatiſe , but heere by the way, giue me 
leaue to anſwere au obiection, that ſome inferred a- 
gainſt me,which was, that I ſhewed no eloquent phra- 
ſes, nor fine figuratiue conueiance in my firſt booke 
as I had done in other of my workes, to which I reply 


that *» 745 acertaine decorum is to bee kept in eue- 


rie thing, and not to applie a high ſtile in a baſe ſubiect 
beſide the facultie is ſo odious, and the men fo ſeruile 
and ſlauiſh minded, that I ſhould diſhonor that high 
miſterie of eloquence, and derogate from the dignitie 
of our Engliſh toonge, eyther to employ any figure or 
beſtow one choyce Engliſh word vpon ſuch diſdained 
rakehels as thoſe Conny-catchers. Therefore humbly 
I craue pardon, and deſire I may write baſely of ſuch 
baſe wretches, who liue onely to liue diſhonettly, For 
they ſeeke the ſpoyle and ruine of all, and like droanes 
eate away what others I{bor for. I haue ſet downe di- 
uers other laws vntoucht in the firſt, as their Vincents 
law, a notable cooſenage at bow les, when certain idle 


companions ſtand and make bettes, being com ow 
wit 


_ — — — — — —— — — — 


— 
— — — — — 


The Epiſtte. 
with the bowlers, who looke like honeſt minded citi- 
zens, either to wi. or looſe, as their warch- worde ſhall 
appoint, then the Prigger or Horſeſtealer, with all his 
ginnes belonging to his trade, and theyr ſubtill caw- 
tels to amend the ſtatute, next the curbing law, which 
ſome call but too baſely hookers, who eyther dive in 

' atwindows, or elſe with a hook,which they call a curb 
doe fetch out whatſocuer, either apparell, linnen, or 
| wollen, that be left abroad. Beſide I can ſer downe the 
ſüubtiltie of the blacke Art,whichis picking of lockes,A 
C.ooſenage as preiudiciall as any of the reſt, and the na- 
g ture of the Lift, hich is he that ſtealeth any parcels, 
and ſlily raketh them away. This (Gentlemen) haue 
ſcarcht out for your commodities, that 1 might lay o- 
pen to the world, the villanie of theſe cooſening cater- 
pillers, who are not onely abhorred of men, but hated 
of God, liuing idlely to themſelues, & odiouſly to the 

worlde, they be thoſe fooliſh children that Salomon 

ſpeakes of, that feedes themſelues fatte with iniquitie, 

thoſe vntamed heifers, that will not breake the yoke of 

labor, but get their liuinges by the painfull thrift of o- 

ther mens hands, I cannot better compare them, then 

vnto Vipers, who while they liue are hated & ſhunned 0 
of all men as moſt preiudiciall creatures, they feed vp- . 
on hemlocke and Aconiton, and ſuch fatall & impoi- 
ſoned herbs, but the learned apothecariestakes them, n 
cuts off their heades, and after they be imbowelled of 

their fleſn, they make the moſt pretious Mithridate: ſo 
theſe Conny-catchers, Foiſts, Nips, priggars, & Lifts, 
while they liue are moſt improfitable members of the 
common: wealth: they glut themſelues as Vipers vpon 
the moſt lothſome, and deteſtable ſinnes, ſeeking after 
folly with greedineſſe, neuer doing any thing that is 
good, till they be truſt vp at Tiburn: and then is a moſt 
wholſome Mithridate made ofthe, for by their deaths 
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| The Epiſile. 
others are forewarned for falling into the like enormi- 
tics. And as the Gangrena is a diſcaſe incurable by the 
cenſure of rhe Chirurgians, vnleſſe the member where 
itis fixt be cut off: ſo this yntoward generation of 
looſe Libertines, can by no wholſome counſailes, nor 
adu:ſed perſwaſions be diſſwaded from their lothſom 
kind of life, till by death they be fatally, and finally cut 
off from the common-wealth , whereof ſpake Ouid 
well in his Metamorphoſis, 
[mmedicabile vulnus, 
Enſe reſecandum eft ne pars ſincere trahatur. 
Sith then this curſed crue, theſe Machauilians, that 
neither care for God nor deuill, but ſet with the Epi- 
cures gaine, and caſe, their ſummum bonum cannot be 
called to anie honeſt courle of liuing: if the honorable 
and worſhipfull of this land looke into theirliues,and 
cutoff ſuch vpſtarting ſuckars that conſume the ſap 
from the roote of the Tree: they ſhall neither looſe 
their reward in heauen, nor paſſe ouer anie day where- 
in there wil not be many faithful praiers of the poore, 
exhibited for their proſperous ſucceſſe and welfare: ſo 
deepely are theſe monſtrous cooſeners hated in the 
common. wealth, Thus Gentlemen I haue diſcouered 
in briefe, what I meane to proſecute at large: though 
not eloquently, yet ſo effectually, that if you be not al- 
toge ther careleſſe, it may redownd to your commo- 
ditie: fore warned, forearmed : burnt children dread 
the fire, and ſuch as neither counſaile, nor other mens 
harmes may make to beware, are worthie to liue long. 
and ſtill by the loſſe. But hoping theſe ſecrets I haue ſet 
abroach, and my labours I haue taken in ſearching 
out thoſe baſe villanies, ſhall not be onely taken with 


_ thankes, but applied with care : I take my leaue with 


this farewell. God either confound, or conuert ſuch 
baſe minded Cooſenets. | 
Yours R. G. 
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ny god vent fo2 hozſes is: and their methode is thus. 


THE SECOND PART 


of Conny-catching. 


. 


N- 


The diſcouery of the Prigging Law or nature of 
horſe ſtealing. 


D the effecting of this baſe villany of 
Pꝛigging 02 hoꝛſe ſtealing, ther muſt 


that is the Pꝛiggar and the Martar. 


>{orſe, and the Martar is he that re- 
ceiues him, and chops and chaungeth 
bim away in any Faire, art, oz other place where a- 


A Tye 


of neceſſity be two at the leaſt, and 


The P21agar is he that ſteales the 
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The ſecond part 

£9: Pꝛiggar ifhe be a Launce man, that is, one that 
is alreadp hoꝛſt, then he hath moge fallowers with hum, 
and they ride like Gentle! Mel, a and commonly in the 

fourme of D2oners, 5 locttuming into palkurs © grounds 
oꝛ incloſures, as if they ment to ſuruep fo2 Cattle, doe 
take an eſpcciall and perfect vic w where Pꝛankers 02 
hoꝛſes be, that are of wozth, and whether thep be tra- 
meld oz no that is whetyer they haue hozſelocks oz no, 
then lie thep honering about till fit opoztumtp ſerue, 
and in the night they take him oꝛ them awap, and are 
ſkilfull in the blacke Art, foꝛ picking open the tramets 
— __ and ſo make halt til they be cut of thoſe quar⸗ 
ww ifthe P2iggars ſeate a hoffe in Poꝛkechire, 
— ly they haue vent foz him in Su: rey, Bent, oz 
Sullcr , and their Partars that rece iue them at his 
band, chops them away in ſome blind Faires after they 
haue kept them a moneth 02 two, till the hug and cry be 
ceaſt and paſt oner. Now if their hoꝛſe be of any great 
valure and ſoze ſought after, and ſo bzanded o2 care 
markt, that they can hardlie ſell him without extreame 
daunger, either they bꝛand him with a croſle bzand vp- 
pon the foꝛmer, oꝛ take away his care mark, and lo kœ p 
him at hard meat til he be hole, oꝛ ciſe ſell him in Coꝛn- 
wall oꝛ Nales, if he be in Cumberland, Lincoln-ſhire, 
 Nozthfolke oz Sutfolke, buf this is ik the hoꝛſe bee of 
great valour and wozthy the keeping: Parry ik he bee 
encly coloured and without bzands, they will tcarght 
ſpotte him by ſundꝛy pollicies , and in a blacke hozſe, 
mark labdle ſpots, o: ſtarre him in the fo2chead and 
change his taile, which ſecretes Jomit leaſt J ſhoulde 
glue to great a light to other to pꝛactiſe (ſuch lewd villa- 
nies. But againe to our Launce men Pꝛiggais, who 
as befoze I ſaid, cry with the Lapwing ſartheſt ſrom 
their neſt and from their place of teſidence where there 
moſt abode is, furtheſt from thence thcy ſteal their hog- 
ſes, and then in another quarter as farre of they make 


ſale oſt hem by the Martars meancs, without it be ſom 
baſ 
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baſe Pꝛiggar that fleales of mere neceſſify, and bellde 
is a Trailer. The Trailer is one that goeth on fote,but 
meanelp attired like ſome plaine gran of the Countrey, 
walking in a paire of botes without ſpurres, oz elſe 
without botes, hauing a long ſtaffe on his necke, and a 
blacke buckrain bag at his backe, like ſome poꝛe Cli- 
ent that had ſome wꝛiting in it, and there he hath his 
ſaddle, bꝛidle and ſpurs, ſtirhops and ttirhop leathers, 
ſo quaintly and artificially made that it may bee put in 
the llop of a mans hoſe, fo; his ſaddle is made withont 
any tree, pet hath both cantle s boulſters, only wzought 
artificialip of cloth and bombalt, with foulds to wzap vp 
in a ſhoꝛt rome, his ſtirt ops are made with vices and 
gins that one may put them in a paire of gloues, and ſo 
are his ſpurres, and then a little white leather headſtal 
and raines with a (mall Scotiſh bzake o2 (naffle, all ſa 
feately fozinde, that as J ſaid befoze they may be put 
in a buckram bag. Now this Trailer he beſtrides tha 
bo2ſe which be pꝛiggeth, and ſaddles and bzidles him 
as oꝛderly as if he were his own, and then carries him 
far from the plate of his bzede, and there ſels him. Oh 
will ſome man (ay, it is eaſter to ſteale a ho2ſc then to 
ſell him, conũd ring that her Baleſty and the honourae 
ble pꝛiup Counſaile, hath in the laſt Act of Parliament 
made a ſtrikt Statute foꝛ hoꝛſe ſtealing, and the ſale of 
hoꝛſes, whole Peouiſo is this: That no man map buy 
a hoꝛſe vntould, noꝛ the toule be taken without lawfull 
witneſles, that the party that ſelleth the hozſe is the true 
owner o! hun, vppon their oath and ſpecial Knowledge, 
and that who buteth a hozſe without this certificate oz 
p:ofe, ſhall be within the natue of Fellony, as well as 
the party that ſtealeth him. To this J aunſwere that 
there is no dd. Statute, noꝛ Lawe ſo ſtrickt conucyed, 
but there be ſtraight found ſtarting holes to auoide it, as 
in this. Che P2iggar when he hath ſtollen a hozſe and 
hath agcerde with his Partar, oz with any other his 
bdonlederate, 03 with an honeſt perſon to ſell the ho2le, 
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The ſecond part 


bꝛingeth to the touler, which they call the rifler two ho- 
neſt men epther apparelled like citizens, oꝛ plain coun⸗ 
frey peomen, and they not onelp affirm, but offer to de- 
poſe, that they know the hoꝛſe to be his, bpon their pꝛo⸗ 
per knowledge, although perhaps they neuer ſaw man 
no2 hoꝛſe befoꝛe, and theſe periurd knaucs be commons 
lyold knightes of the poſt, that are ſoiſted off from be 
ing taken fo2 bale at the kings bench, oꝛ other places, 
and ſceing foꝛ open per iuries thep are refuſed, there 
they fake that courſe of life, and are w2onaly called 
Querries, but it were neceſſarie and verie much crpe- 
dient foꝛ the common- wealth , that ſuch baſe roagucs 
ſhould be lookt into, and be puniſht as well with the 
pillozte, as the other with the halter. And thus haue J 
reucaled the nature of P2iggars, oz hoꝛſe-ſtealers 
bꝛielly which if it may pꝛofit, J haue my deſtre but that 
J may recreate pour mindes with a pleaſant hiſtozie, 


marke the ſequeale. 
eA pleaſant florie of a bor e-flealer. 


Ot farre off from Tenro in Cornewall , a ter- 
AN taine Pꝛiggar, a hozſe-ſtealer being a lance- 
man, ſurneying the paſtures thercaboutes, 
ſpied a fapꝛe blacke hoꝛſe without any white 
ſpot at all about him, the hoꝛſe was ſo faite and luſtie, 
wel pꝛopoꝛtioned, of a high creſt, ot a luſty countenance, 
well buttockt, and ſtrongly truſt, which ſet the Pꝛig- 
gars teeth a water to haue him: well he knew the har⸗ 
deſt happe was bat a halter, and ther efoꝛe hee ventered 
faire, and ſtoll away the pzancer: and ſeeing his ſtomack 
was ſo god as his limmes he kept him well, and by his 
pollicie ſcared him in the foꝛehead, and made him ſpot⸗ 
ted in the backe, as if he had been ſaddle bitten, and gaue 
him a marke in beth eares, whereas he had but a mark 
in one. Dealing thus with his hoꝛſe, after a quarter of 
a pare, that all hurly burly was paſt fo; the hozſe , he 

came 
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came riding to Tenro to the market, and there offered 


bim to be ſold , the Gentleman that loſt the hozſe, was 
there pzeſent , and looking on him with other Gentle- 
men, likte him paſſing well, and commended him:inſo- 
much that he bet the p2iſe of him, bargained, 4 bought 
him: and ſo when he was tould, and that the hozſeſtea- 
ler clap him good lucke:Well my friend quoth the gen- 
tleman, J pꝛomile the J like the hozſe the better, in 
that once J loſt one as like him as might be, but that 
mine wanted theſe ſaddle ſpots , and this ſtarre in the 
foꝛchead. It map be ſo ſir, ſaid the Pꝛiggar, and ſo the 
Gentleman and he parted : the next day after, he cauſed 
a letter to be made, and ſent the Gentleman woꝛd that 
be had his ho2ſc againe that he loſt, onely he had giuen 
him a mark oꝛ two, and foz that he was wel rewarded, 
hauing twentie marke fo2 his labour. The gentleman 
bearing how he was coſened by a hoꝛſe-ſtealer, and not 
onelp robd, but mockt, let it paſſe till he might conue⸗ 
niently metc with him to reuenge it. It loꝛtuned not 
long after, that this lanteman Pꝛiggar was bꝛought to 
Icnro Gayle fo2 ſome ſuch matter, and indeede it was 
about a Mare that he had ſtolne: but as knaues haue 
friends.eſpetially when they are well monied, he found 


diuers that ſpake foz him, and who ſaide it was the firſt | 


fault; and the party plaintife gaue but ſender cuidence 
ag ainſt him, ſo that the iudge ſpake fauourably in hys 
behalfe:the gentleman as then ſat in the bench, and cal⸗ 


ling to minde the P2tagars countenance, howe hee had 


ſtolne his hoꝛſe and moclit him, remembꝛed hee had the 
letter in his pocket that he ſent him, and therefoꝛe riſing 
vp, ſpake in his behalf, and highly commended the man, 
aid deſired the iudges fo2 one fault he might not be caſt 
awap, and beſides, map it pleaſe you (quoth her) J had 
this moꝛning a certificate of his honeſt ie and nocd beha⸗ 


1 uur ſent me, and with that he deliuered them the lct- 
ter, and the indge and the reſt of the bench ſmiled at 
this conceite, and alt the fellow if he neuer toll a hozſe 
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The ſecond part 


from that Gentleman: no quoth the P ꝛiggar, JF krew 


him not: pour honoꝛs miſtakes me, (aid the gentleman 
he did but boꝛrow a blacke hozſe of me, and markt him 
with a ſtare in the fozebhead, and aſkt twenty marke of 
me fo2 his labour, and ſo diſcourſt the whole matter: 
whereupon the queſt went vpon him, and condemned 
dim: and ſo the Pꝛiggar went to heauen ina ſtring, as 
many of his facultic had done befoze. 


The Vincents law, with thc diſcouery therof. 


_— = De Uincents Law is a common deceipt oz co- 
eenage vſed in Bowling-allics amongeſt the 
8 85 baſer ſozt of people, that commonly haunt ſuch 
leud and vnlawfull places: fo2 although J will not diſ⸗ 
commend altogether the nature of bowling, if the time, 


place, perſons, and ſuch neceſlary tirtumſtaunces be obs 


ſerued: pet as it is now vſed, p2aciſed.x ſuffced,it grow- 


eth altogether to the maintenace of vnthꝛifts that idlely 
and diſoꝛderly male that recreation a coſcnage. Noe 
the manner and fo2zme of their deuile is thus effected the 


termed, apparelled like very honeſt and ſubſtantialciti⸗ 
zens come to bowle as though rather they did it ſoz ſpoꝛt 
then gains, à vnder that colour of care leſnes, doe ſhadow 
their pꝛetended knauerp: well to bowles they goe, and 
then there reſoꝛt of all ſoꝛtes of people to beholde then, 
ſome imple men b2ought in of purpoſe by ſom coſeniug 
compantons to be {fript of his crowncs, others, Ccntie- 
men oz Marchants, that delighted with the ſpoꝛt, ſtand 
there as beholders to paſſe away the time:amongſt theſe 
are cettaine olde ſokers, which are lokers on, and liſten 
fo: bets either euen oꝛ odde, and theſc are called grypes: 
and theſe fellows will refuſe no lap if the ods may grow 
to their advantage, fo2 the Gripes and the Baukers are 


Bawkers, foz ſo are the common haunters of the Allep 


confedcrate, and their koꝛtune at play euer ſoꝛts accoze 
. as 28 Gripes haue placed theit 3 the Baw- 
„ 25 Fe — te a racer ——— 


/ Conny-catching. 
ker he marketh how the laics goes, and ſo thꝛoes his ca- 
ſting: ſo that note this, the bowlers caſt euer boty, and 
doth win oz loſe as the bet of the Gripe doth lead them, 
fo2 ſuppoſe ſeauen be vppe fo2 the game, and the one 
ha:h thzce and the other none, then the vincent,foz thai is 
the ſimple man that ſtands by x is not acquainted with 
their coſenage,no2 doth ſo muchas once imagine that the 
43Bawkers that carry ſuch a countenaunce of honeſt ſub- 
ſtantiall men, would by any meanes, 02 fc2 any games 
be perſwaded to play bot Wen this vincent, foz lo the 
Coſeners oꝛ Gripes pleaſe to terme him ſœ ing thx to 
none, beginneth to offer ods on that ſide that is faireſt to 
win: what ode ſates the gripeꝰthꝛe to one ſaics the bins 
cent, no ſaies the Oripe it is moꝛe, and with that«thep 
tome to foure foꝛ none, then the vincent offers tolay four 
to one I take fix to one ſaies the Gripe, F lap it ſaies the 
vincent. and ſo they make a bet of ſome ſix crownes, ſhil⸗ 
lings,o2 pence as the vincent is of ability to lap, 4 thus 
will ſundzp take their ods of him: well then, the Baw- 
kers go foz ward. with their bowles, and winne another 
caſt whichis fiue,thenthe vincent grows p2oud,t thinks 
both by the ods and godnes ol the play, that it is impol> 
ble fo2 his ve to loſe, and therfoze takes and lais bets 
fraly,then the Bawkers foꝛtune begin to change, and 
perhaps they come to thꝛæ fo; fiue, and ſtil as their luck 
changes, diuerſilie of bets growes o, til at laſt it comes 
to fiue and flue, and then the Grive comes vpon the vin 
cent and offers him ods, which the vincent take he los 
eth al, foꝛwpon what ſite the Cripe lues, that fide euer 
winnes how great ſocuer the ods bc 2 at the firſt in the 
contrary part, ſo that the coſenage growsin playing bo- 
tie, foꝛ the Gripe aud the 15awiicr meet at night e there 
they ſhare what ſever tearmage they haus gotten, foz 
lothey call the moncy that the poze vincent loſeth vnto 
them: Now ts ſhadow the matter the moze, the bawker 
tgat winne s and is afo:e-hand with thegame will lap 
francely that hee hall win, and will bet hard and lay 
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The ſecond part 
great ods,but with whom, either with them which play 
with bim that are as crafty knaues as himſelfe, oꝛ els 
with the Gripe,and this makes the poꝛe vincent fope 
to the blow, and to loſe all the money in his purſe: Be⸗ 
ſides,1f any honeſt men that holdes themſclues ſkilful in 
bowling,offcr to play any ſet match againſt theſe com- 
mon bawkers,if they feare to haue the wazſe oz ſuſpect 
the others play to be better then theirs, then they haue a 
tricke in watering of the alley to gine ſuch a moiſture to 
the banke, that hee that offers to ſtrike a bowle with a 


ſhoare, ſhal neuer hit it whillt he liues, becauſe the moi⸗ 


ſture of the bank hinders the pꝛopoꝛtion of his aiming, 
Diuers other pꝛactiſes there are in bowling tẽding vato 
co ſenage, but the greateſt is boty, and therefoꝛe would 


A wiſh al men that are carcfull of their coine, to beware 


of ſuch coſeners and non to come tn ſuch places, where a 
haunt of ſuch hel-rakers are reſident, 4 not in any wiſe 
to ſtœpe to their bets, leaſt hee bee made a vincent, fo2 (0 
manifeſt and palpable is (heir coſenage, that J haue ſ&n 
men ſton- blind offer to lap bets francklp, although they 
can ſe a bo wle come no moze then a poſt, but onely hea- 
ring who plates, and howe the olde Gripes make their 
laies: ſing theu as the game is abuſed to a deceit, that 
is made foz an honeſt recreation, let this litle be a caue⸗ 
at fo: men to haue an inſight into their knauerp. 


THE 


- * = o 0 #4 
— 1 1 J y . E 0 
FFF T—᷑½ —⁵ . ³˙·˙¹ i ö yy - 


A Table of the Lawes contay- 
nem in this ſecond part. ; 


: Blacke arte. Picking of lockes. 

2 Courbing Law. Hookingat windowes. 
3 Vincents Law. Cooſenage at Bowls. 
4 Prigging Law. 3Horſe ſtealing, 

5 Lifting Law. 3Stealing ofany parcels. 


The diſcouery of the wordes of Art vſea 
m theſe Lawes. 


The Pickelocke, is called a 


Charme. 
In blacke CHe that watcheth.a Stond. 
Art. There engins, VVreſters. 


Picking the lock, Farſing. 
The gaines gotten, Pelfrey. 


55 that hooks,the Courber. 
He that watcheth, the V Varpe. 
In Cour- CThe hooke, the Courbe. 
bing Law. The good, Snappings. 

The gin to open the windowe, 
the Trickar. | 
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The table. 


He that firſt ſtealeth, the Lift. 
He that receiues it, the Markar. 


He that ſtandeth without and 
carries it away, the Santar. 
The goods gotten, Garbage. 


Th which play booty,the 
he te 


He thatbetteth, the Gripe. 
He that is coofend, the Vin- 
K 
Gaines gotten, Termage. 

The horſe ſtealer, the Priggar. 
The horſe, the Prancar. 

In Prigping The towling place, All-hallo- 


LW. wes. 
The towler, the Rifler. 


The ſuerteis, Querris. 


In Lifting 
Law. 


3 


For the Foiſt and the Nip, as in the 
firſt Booke. | 
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THE SECOND PART 
of Conie-chatching. 


+ EE . F Ve p2ofeſſours of this Law, 
. ) becing ſomewhat daſht, and 
their trade greatlie impoue⸗ 
„oeh rifhcd by the tate editions of 
their ſccret villanies, ſceke 
N * a newe meanes of life, 
5 / but anewe methode how to 
S Lk fetch in their Connies and to 
play their pzanckes : fo2 as greenous is it foz them 
to let Nippe a Conntrey farmer come to the tearm 
that is well apparelled, and in a dirtie pair of bots 
(ſoʒ that is a token of his ne we comming bp, and a 
43 2 full 
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The ſecond part 


full purſe) as it was foz the 5 of Athens fo let 
Diogenes paſſe by without a hilſe. But the country 
men hauing had partly a caueat oz their coſenage, 


feare their fauoꝛable ſpexches and their courteous 
ſalutations, as deadlie as the Grakes did the whi- 
fl: of Poliphemus. The Comte-catcher now no (@- 
ner commeth in company, and calleth ſoꝛ a paire of 
cards, but ſtraight the poꝛe Conie ſmokes him, and 
ſaies:maiſters, J bought a bœke of late fo2 a groate 


that warnes me of Card. plap, leaſt J fall amongſt 
Conie-catchers: M hat, doeſt thou take vs fo ſuch, 


ſaieg the Werſer?no Centlemen ſaies the conp, pou 
may bee men of honeſk diſpoſition, but pet pardon 


me, J haue foz\wozne cards ener ſince J readit:at 


this replie God wot, J haue many a coſening curſe 
at theſe Connie · catchers handes , but J ſolcmpnly 
fticke to the old pꝛouer be: the Fore the moze be is 
curft, the better hee fares : but pet J will diſcoucr 
ſome of their neweſt deuiſes, fo2 theſe caterpillers 
reſemble the nature of the Syrens. who ſitting with 
their watching eies vpon the rockes to allure Sea- 
paſſengers to their extreame pꝛeiudice, ſound ont 
moſt heauenlie melodie in ſuch pleaſing cozds, that 
who ſo liſtens to their harmony,lends his care vnts 
bis owne bane and ruine: but if ante warie Uliſſcs 
paſſe by and ſtop his eares againtt their inchaunt- 
ments, then haue they moſt delightfull iewels fo 
ſhewe him, as glozious obie des to inueagle his cie 
with ſuch pleaſant vanities, that comming moze nie 
to beholde them, they may daſh their ſhippe againſt 
a rocke and ſo vtterly periſh . So thele Conie- cat- 
chers fo that J ſmoakt them in my laſt boke , and 
laid open their plots and policies, where with they 
vzew pe2s Connies into their haie,ſeking with the 

Ozatoze 


of Conny-catchimg. 


Dzatozs Beneuolentiam captare, and as they vc 
rethozicalitropes and figures, the better to dꝛawe 
their hearer s with the delight of darietie: ſo theſe 
moathes of the Common wealth, apply their wits 
to wꝛap in wealthy farmers with ſtraunge and vn⸗ 
coth conceits. Tuſh, it was ſo eaſie fo2 the Setter 
to take vppe a Connie befoze J diſcouer ed the toſe⸗ 
nage that one ſtigmaticall ſhameleſſe companion a⸗ 
mongſt the reſt, would in a bꝛauerie were parfly in 
his hat, and ſaid he wanted but Aqua vitæ to take a 
Connie with but ſince he hath lookt on his fert, and 
valed his plumes with the Peacocke , and lweares 
by all the ſhoes in his ſhop, I ſhall be the next man 
bee meanes fo kill, foz ſpopling of his occupation: 
but J laugh at his bzanadoes,and though be ſpeaks 
with his Enuches voice, and weares a long ſwoꝛde 
like a mozrice pike, were it not J thinke bee would 
with Batillus hang himſclfe at my inneciue, bis 
name ſhould bee ſet downe with the nature ofhis 
kollies: but let him call himſelfe home from this 
courſe of life and this coſenage, and I ſhall bee con- 
tent to ſhadow what he is with pardon, but fro this 
degreſſion againe to the double diligence of theſe 
Conme-catchers, whoſe new fleights, becauſe pou 
ſhall the moze eaſily perceiue, J will tell you a ſtoꝛy 
pleaſant and wozth the noting. 


A pleaſant tale of the Connie-chatchers. 


TN N Ot long lince,certaine Exceter marchants 
1F came vp to London to traffick ſuch wares 


1 as their Citty commodities affo2ds,q one 
of them whoſe name J conccale called 
maiſter F. haning leaſure at will, walked about 

15 3 the 
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the Citie to viũite his frieudes,and by chancemetfe 


lolth two oz thꝛe connyrcatchers? amongſt whome 
was oncoſ his old and familiar acquaintance. This 
gentleman at that time taking the Setters office 
vpon him ſeeing ſuch a fat Connie ſo fit foz his pur s 
pole began ſo pitch his have with this courteous and 
clawing gratulation. CApat maiſter F. (quoth he) 
welcome to K endon and well are you mette; J (a 
tune maꝝ d2aw friends togetper. little did Jthinke 
to haue ſcene you here, but (ith opoztunitte bath 
granted mic ſuch a ſauour to mecte with ſuch an vu⸗ 
ne dine & 


lot - fo: man, wele at the next Tauer 
pint of wine together, to pour welcome and the 
health ofgur friendes. The: ꝙ archant hearing the 
gentleman ply him with ſuch plauſible entertain. 
ment: ſtoopt as a pe Connie, and granted to take 
his courteſie, and with them went the Uerſer, a lu ⸗ 
ſtie fellow. well apgare lied, and as ſuith ttonged 
as if euery woꝛzde cane out of an ©:at2z8 incke 
hoane : this tolly ſquire that plaira tye Uerrſer, 
when her came at the Tauerue doe. would næds 
dꝛop away, and offered to be g ont: but the: Stetter 
ſaid to him, nay J pꝛap you fir lap, and dʒink with 
this friend of mine, foꝛ J baue not a moꝛe familiar 
acquaintance in Exeter ; The Parchant.fimply al- 
ſo intreated him, and with few woꝛdes be was (4+ 
tiſficd, and as th2& of them went in together, and 
aſked fo2 a roume, the bop ſhewed them vp into a 
chamber, and aſſone as they came to the cerſcr, 
hauing a papꝛe of Cardes in his pocket, fo2 they 
thought it to ſuſpitious to call ſoʒ a pay2e , ſtept ta 
the window, and clapt his hand on the ledge , and 
laught, Gogs wounds (quoth he) a man tan neither 


cone into CTauerne, noꝛ Alehauſe, but he thall ind 
a pape 


of { vnn onny-caching. 
a papꝛe of Cardes in the window: Here hath bane 


ſome p2aying , and haue left their bokes behinde 
them. Bop (quoth he) thzow me a couple of fagots 
on the fire, and ſet a pottle of Becke to, and burne 
it, and fir he ſapes to the Setter, thou and J will 
play at Cardes who ſhall pay foz it. Content ſaies 
the Setter, ſo you will plate at a game that J can 
play at, which is called Mum chance. J knowe 
it well, ſaies the Uerſer: haue with pou foz.a pottle 
of burnt Secke, and ſo to it theꝝ go, as befoze in mp 
firſt part J deſcribe it vnto von:the poze Marchant 
the ſimple honcſt Conme, calling the Card; well 
the Mer ſer loft, and at laſt they reueale the pollicie 
to the Connp, who wondered at the ſtrange deuiſe, 
and ſolemnly ſwo2e it was impoſſible foz him eps 
ther to loſe, oꝛ the other to winne: as thus they (af 
drinking the Setter ſhewed him dwers trickes at 
Cardos, to paſſc away the time, betauſe thepꝛ Bar⸗ 
nacle ſtaied ouer long, who at laſt, atticred like a 
Seruing-man, came and thꝛuſt open the doe, and 
ſaide, maiſters bp pour leave, Jiwke foꝛ a grep- 
hound that hath bzokenmy (lip, t is run into this 
houle. In faith friend, quothithe Setter, berg is 
none,no2 did we ſx any: Then by your leaue gens 
tlemen (quoth he) aadſit you merrie, J had rather 
haue atuen foꝛtie ſhillinges then haue loſt the dog: 
Nay ſkate ſir (quoth the Nerſer) and d2inke a cup 
of Secke with vs: at that the Barnacle came in, 
and courteoullp toke it of them, and made ſoz c la⸗ 
ment foz his dogge, ſaying. he durſt ſcar ſe looke his 
maiſter in the face: but X hope (quoth he) he is run 
to the fariners houſe , where hee was bzought vp, 
and therefoꝛe Ile ſeeke him no where to dap, with 


that he called fo2 a pint of wine, to requite they2 
» 7. courteſics 
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tourteſies withall, and the Herſer anfwered that 
they would take none of him as a gilt, but if he 
would play foꝛ a pint oz a quart hee ſhould be wel- 
come into their companie:at this he ſate doton, and 
ſaid hee woulde, then they induced him to play at 
mum chance, and the Conny cald the Card, ſo the 
Barnacie loſt all, who being in a great chafe, cur i 
bis lucke, and the Cards, and offered to play thze 
games, xii.pence: the Setter tooke him vp, and ſe- 


cretlp aſkt the Tony it he would be his half, o play 


with him himlelle. In faith ſaies the marchant, 4 
dare play with him, as long as fue ſhillinges laſts 
and ſo much J will venter: with that the Barnacle 

2ew out a purſe with ſome thꝛer oꝛ foure pence in 
it, and to this game they go, with vie and reuie till 
the Barnacle had loſt all his money, then hee blaſ- 
phemed the name of Ood mightily, and laide his 
ſwoꝛd and his cloke to pawne to the god man of the 


houſe, and boꝛrowed money of it, to the value of 


ſome rr. ſhillings. The Conny ſmiled at this foz he 
counted all his own, e winkt vpon the Werſer, and 
the Setter, againe they go to it, and they make flue 
games fo2 ten ſhillinges, and euerp Card to be vied 
at the loſers pleaſure, the Canny wonne thꝛee of 
them and the Barnacle neuer a one:then he exclai- 
med againſt Fo2tune,and ſwoze hee woulde make 
ſboꝛt woꝛke, and of a ring he boꝛro wed thirtie ſhil- 
lings mo 2e,and vied hard: wel that game he won, 
and got ſome twentie ſhillinges of the Conny, who 
thought it was but a chance, that coulde not hit in 
ſeuen yeares againe, and the next game they vie, 
and laicd ſome fine pound by on the belt, ſo that the 
vie and call, came to ſome ſeuen pound, then the 
Barnacle Croke in his chopt Card, and wipe the 
Connics 


of { on- catching. 
Connies mouth cleane foz trobling his purſe, with 


any of thoſe crowns, yea he ſo handled p poꝛe mar- 


chaunt, that of nine pound he had in his purſe, theſe 
thꝛee baſe Conny-catchers left hum neuer a penny, 
although he was ſoꝛe nipt on the head, with this 
bard Foztune, yet he bꝛokt it with patience,and li⸗ 
tle ſuſpected that his Countreꝝ man the Setter had 
ſiitcd him out of his money, andtherefoze dꝛuncke 
to him friendly, and toke his leaue withont ſinoa- 
king them at all, and went quiet though diſcontent 
to his lodging, The Conny-catchers they ſhard the 
purchaſe, and went ſinging home as winners doe 
that haue leaue and leiſure to laugh at the ſpoile of 
ſuch wealthie and honeſt marchants. Not long al- 
ter this, the cony chanced to come tomy chamber to 
viſit me fo2 old acquaintance, where he found a bok 
of Tony-catching new tome out of the pꝛeſſe which 
when he had (mrive at, faz the ſtrangeneſſe of the ti⸗ 
tle at laſt he began to reade it, and there ſaw how 
ümplie hee was made a connp, and ſtript of hys 
crownes: with that he fetcht a great ſigh, and ſayd: 
ſir, if I had ſane this boke hut two dapes ſince, it 
had laued me nine pound in my purſe, and then her 
rehear ſt the whole diſcour ſe, howe kindly hee was 
made a conny. Thus pou may lee that thele baſe 
conny-catchers (pare not their owne acquaintance 
no2 familiar friends: but like Uultures ſak to pzay 
vpon them, and like the ar pie, infeccs that houſe 
wherein thep harbour: ſo odious is their baſe and 
dcteftable kind of cwſenage, that the very Nips, the 
cut purſes J meane, deſire to ſmoake them, and 
haue them in as greatcontempt,as they themſclucs 
are deſpiſed of others: holding the conny-catcher foz 
their inferiour ; foꝛ ſay the Hips J diſdaine to vſe 
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mp occupation againſt any friend, 02 fo dzalue a 
purſe from him that J am familiarly acquainted 


witb: whereas the conny-catcher p2aieth moſte vp⸗ 


on his countrepmen and friendes , and at the fir ſt 
hand comes with a ſmiling face to embꝛace that 
man, whome pꝛeſently he meanes to ſpsyle and cw- 
len. Againe, the Nip vleth his knife, and if he ſer a 
Boung lie faire, ſtrikes the ſtroke, and venters his 
necke fo? it it he be taken, which is a certaine point 
(ſay thep ) of reſolution, though in the baſeſt degree; 
but the connp-catcher,like a coward keepes humſcif 


within compaſſe oflawe, as the pidure of a faint 
hearted coſener:like a fawning curre wagges hys 
kaple vppon him, hee meanes moſt deadly to bite. 
then let this be a caueat foz all men, and all de- 
grees to take herde of ſuch pꝛeiudiciall peſants: who 
like woꝛzmes in a nut eat the kernell, wherein they 
are bꝛed,and are ſo venemous minded. that like the 
Viper they deſparage whomſoeuer they light on: 
2 know J ſhall haue many bꝛaues vtterev againſt 
me foꝛ this inucctine: but ſo J may p2ofit my coun⸗ 


trimen J will hazard my ſelfe againſt their deepeſt 


villanies: and therefoꝛe ſleeping neuer a whit the 
worſe fo2 their bzauado, I commit ſuch enemies of 


the llouriſh ing Eſtate of England, to the conſidera- 


tion of the Juſtices: who J hope will loke into the 
looſe life of bad, baſe, and diſhoneſt caterpillers, 


A pleaſant 
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A pleaſant Tale of a Horſe, how at Vxbridge, hee 
cooſened a Conny-catcher, and had like to 
brought him to his Neckuerſe. 


T ſoꝛtuned tha! not long ſince certaine 
* 5 Conny - calcher s met by hap a Pꝛancar 
or hoꝛt ſteale at Acbꝛidge, who tok vp 
u bis inne wher thoſe honelt cruel lodged, 


tas one vice follows another, was as red to haue 
C 2 a caſt 
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acaft at cardes as he had a hazard at a hozſe, the 
| Conny-catchers who ſupt with him, feling him 
pliãt to receiue the blow, began to lay the plot how 


they might make him ſtope all the monep in his 
parſe, 4 (o fo2 a pint of wine dzew him in at cards, 
vy degrees as theſe rakehels do, Lento gradu, mea- 
ſure all things by minutes, he fell from wine to 
monep, and from pence to pounds, that hee was 
ſtript of all that euer he had, as well Crownes, ap⸗ 
parell, as Jewels, that at laſt to maintain the main 
and to checke vies with reuies he laide his hozſe in 
the hazard and loſt him, when the P2iggar had 
ſinoakt the game, and perceiued he was bitten of 
all the bite ia his bung, and turned to walke peny- 
leſſe in P :rke lane, as the old pꝛouei be is, he be- 
gan to chace, and to lweare, and to rap out goggs 
Nownes, and his pꝛonouns, while at voluntarpe 
he had ſwozne thzough the eight parts of ſpeech in 
the Accidente, aua wing tgey had coſened him both 
of his money and hoꝛſe. Whereuppon the groſſe 
Alle moze hardy then wiſe, vnder ſtanding the Con⸗ 
ny-cafchers were gone, went to the Conſtable and 
made hue 4 cry after them, ſaying: They hid robde 
him of his hozle,at this the head Boꝛoughs follows 
ed amaine, and by chaunce met with an other hue 
and cry that came fo2 him that had ſtollen, which 
hue and cry was ſerued vpon the hozſe dealer and 
at that time as forre as Jcan either coniequre 02 
calculate, the Caany catchers were taken ſulpici- 
dus fog the ſame hoꝛſe, and the rather fo2 that thep 
Were found loſe liuers 4 could pceidno honeſt me- 
thode 02 meanes of their maintenance, vppon this 
koꝛ the hoꝛſe they were appꝛehendrd, bound cuer 

to the Seſſions at Meſtminſtec, to aunlwer what 

| might 
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might be obiected againſt them in her maielties be- 
half. Well the hoꝛ ſe ſtealer bzake from his kœpers 
and got away, but the reſt of the raſcall true, the 
Conny-catchers Jmean, were b2ought to the place 
of iudgement, and there like valiaunt youths they 
thꝛuſt twelue men info a cozner, who founde them 
gauiltleſſe fo2 the fa, but if great fauoꝛ had not bin 
ſhowen they had ben condemned x burnt in the ears 
fo rogues. Thus the hoꝛ ſe ſtcalcr made hue x ery 
after the Conny catchers, and the man that had loſt 
the hoꝛ ſe he purſued the hozſe ſtealer, ſo that adou- 
ble hue and cry paſſed on both ſides, but the Cony- 
catchers had the woꝛſe, ſoꝛ what they got in the bꝛi⸗ 
dle they loft in the ſaddle, what they coſened at 
cardes had line fo toit them their necks at the Sel- 
ſions, ſo that when they were free and acquited, one 
of the Coniy catchers in a merry vaine, ſaid, he had 
catcht many Connies, but now a hozſe had like fo 
caught hun, and ſo deepely quoth he, that Miſcrere 
mei had like to haue bene my beſt mat tins. Thus 
we may (x Fallere fallentem non eſt fraus, euerp 
deceipt bath his due, he that maketh a trap falleth 
into the mare him ſelfe, and ſuch as couet to cooſen 
all, are qrolt them ſclues often tunes almoſt to the 
troſle, and that is the nert neighboꝛ to the gallows. 
Well Gentiemen thus 3 haue bew2ated much and 
gotten little thankes, J mean of the diſhonolt ſo2t, 
but J hope ſuch as meaſure vertuc by hir henonr's, 
will iudge of me as J deſerue Marry the good men 
Conny-cafchers, thoſe baſe excrements ot diſhone- 
ſty, they in their huffes repozt they haue got one 
( ) J will not bewꝛay his name, but a ſcholler 
they ſap he is, to make an inuectiue againſt me, in 
that he is à fauourer of thoſe baſe rep;obates, but 


3 let 
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let them, him, and all know, the pꝛondeſt peaſant 
5 ok them all, dare not lift his plumes in diſparage- 
; ment ok my credit, fo2 if he doe, J will fo2 reuenge 
. +  onely appoint the Jakes farmers of London, who 
Hall caze them in their filthy veſſelles, and carrye 
them as dung to manure the barrain places of Ti- 
bourne, and ſo fo2 Conny-catchers an end. 


A diſcourſe, or rather diſcouery of the Nip and the 


Foilt , laying open the nature of the Cut- purſe 
and Picke- pocket. 
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Owentlemen, £archaats, Farmers, 
and termers, yea who locuer he be, that v- 
Aſeth to carrie money about him, let him at- 
fens 
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tentiuely heare what a pece ofnewe fond Philoſo- 
phie, « will lap open to you whoſe opinions, pʒin- 
ciples, aphoziſm es,if pon carefully note and retain 
in memoꝛie, perhappes ſaue ſome crownes in your 
purſe ere the peare paſſe, and therefo2e thus: The 
Nip t the foiſt, although their ſubiect is one which 
they woꝛke on that is, a welllined purſe, pet their 
manner is different, foꝛ the ip vleth his knife, and 
the Foiſt his hand: the one cutting the purſe, the o- 
ther dꝛawing the pocket : but of theie t wo ſcuruie 
trades, the 3 oiſt goldeth himſelfe of the higheſt des 
are, and there oꝛe, they tearme themſelues Gen? 
tlemen fotus. and ſo much diſdaine fo be called cut- 
purſes, as the honeſt man that liues by his hand 03 
occupation, in la much that the Foiſt refuſetheuen 
fo wearcafmfe about him to cut his meat with al, 
leaſt he migbt be ſuſperted to grow into the nature 
of the Qippe pet as J ſaid befo2e is their ſubiect and 
haunt both alike, foz their gaines lies by all places 
ol reſoꝛt and aſſemblies therfoʒe their chiefe walks 
is Paulcs, (Meſtminſter, the Exchaunge, Plaies, 
Beare garden, running at Tilt, the Lozde Paiozs 
dap. any feſtiual metings-fraies,ſhotings,o2 great 
faires: to be ſhoat, where ſo euer there is ony extra- 
o2dinarie reſoꝛt of people, there the Hippe ny, the 
Foiſt haue fitteſt ops2tunity to ſhe we their iugling 
agillitie. Commonly, when they ſpie a Farmer oz 
Marchant, whome they ſuſpea ta be well monied, 
they ſollowe him bard vntill they ſ& him dꝛawe his 
purſe then ſpying in what place he puts it vppe the 
ſtall 02 the ſhadows beeing with the Foift o: Hip, 
meets the man at ſome ſtraight turne a iuſtles him 
ſo hard, that the man marueling, and perhaps quar⸗ 


reling with him, the whileſt the loiſt hath his purſe 
and 
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and bidshim fare-well. Jn Paules (cſpecialke in 
the tearme time) betweene ten and eleuen, then is 
their howers, and there they walke, and perhaps, 
if there be great pzeſſe,Crike a ſtroke in the middle 
walk, but that is hpon ſome plaine man that ſtands 
gazing about, hauing neuer ſeene the Church befoze 
but their chie feſt time is at diuine ſeruice, when 
men dcuoutly giuen doe go vp to heare either a ſer⸗ 
mon, oz els the harmonie of the Quære and the D2- 
ganesꝛ their the Nip and the Faift as deuout ly as if 
he were ſome zealous parſon, ſtandeth ſob rlie with 
his eics cicnated vnto heauen when his band is ei⸗ 
ther on the purſe oꝛ in the pocket , ſurueing eucrie 
coꝛner of it fo2 copne then when the (crutce is done 
and the poople pꝛeſſe away, he thꝛuſteth amidſt the 
thꝛong and there wozketh his viſlanic. Se like wiſe 
in che markets, tdey note how cacry one putteth vp 


bis put ſe, and there either in a great pꝛeſſe o while 


the partie is cheapning of meat, the Foiſt is in their 
pocket and the Nip bath the purſe hy the firings, oz 
ſome times tuts out the bottoinc, fo2 they haue till 
their ſtals following then, whoty2alteth and tuſt⸗ 
leth hun 02 her whome the Foitt is about to dꝛaw: 
Do like wiſe at plates, the Nip ſtandeth there lea , 
ning like ſome mancrly gentleman againſt the 
doo de as men go in, and there funding talke with 
ſome of his companions ipicth what euerie man 
hath in his purſe, and where, in what place, and in 
which lla ue oꝛ pocket he puts the boung, and acco2 - 
ding to that ſo he woꝛketh eyther where the thzulk 
is great within, oꝛ els as they come cut at the 
doꝛes: but ſupyoſe that the firſt is ſmoakt, and the 
man milleth his yurſ,4 appꝛehendeth him koꝛ it then 
ftraicht,he either conuaieth it to his Kall, os els dꝛo- 

peth 
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dꝛoppeth the bong,and with a great bꝛaue hee dell⸗ 
eth his accuſcr ; and though the purſe be found at his 
fote, yet becauſe he hath it not about him hee comes 
not within compaſſe of life. Thus haute they their 
ſhifts fo2 the law, and yet at laſt, ſo long the pitther 
goeth to the bꝛoke that it commeth bzoken home, 
and ſo long the Foiſts put their villanie in pꝛactiſe, 
that weſt-· ward they go, and there ſolemnelp make 
a rehearſall ſermon at Tibour ne. But againe, to 
their places of reſozt, Meſtminſter J marie, that is 
their chiefeſt place that bꝛings in their pꝛolte, the 
Tearme-time is their herueſt: and therefoze, hike 
pꝛouident huſband-men they take time while time 
ſernes, and make hay while the Sunne ſhines, fol⸗ 
lowing their clients, fo2 they are at the Yall verie 
early and there they wozke like bees, haunting eue- 
rie Court, as the Exchecquer chamber, the Starres 
chamber, the Rings- bench, the Common-pitas,and 
euerte place Where the poze Client ſtandeth to 
heare his Lawyer handle his matter, fo2 alaſſe the 
poꝛe Countrey Gentleman o2 Farmer is ſo buſied 
with his cnuſes, and hath his mind fo full of cares to 
ſe his counſell and to plie his Atozney,that che leaſt 
thing in his thought is his purſe: but the Eagle · 
cied Foiſt oz Nip he watcheth, and ſeeng the Client 
dꝛab his purſe to pay ſome charges oz fees neceſſa- 
ric fo: the Court, marketh where he putteth it, and 
then when he th2ulketh into the thzong, either to ans 
were foꝛ himſelfe, oz to ſtand by his Counſeller to 
put him in minde of his cauſe, the Foiſt dꝛawes his 
pocket and leaues the poze client pennileſſe. This 
do they in all courts, and go diſguiſed like Sermng- 
men, wꝛinging the ſimple people by this iugling 
ſubtelie, well might therefoze the honozable + woz- 
D chip⸗ 


vilde and baſe minded cutpurſes, that as the lawe 
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ſhipfull of thoſe courts doe to take oꝛder from ſuche 


bath pꝛouided death toz them if they be taken, ſo 
they might be rot ed out eſpecially from Wecflmins 
ſter where the pwꝛe clients are vndone by ſuch ro- 
giſh catchers. It bots not to tell their courſe at e⸗ 
neric reinoue of her Pateſlic when the people flock 
together,no2 at Bartholmew faire, on the Queens 
dap, at the Zalt-yard and at al other places of aflems 
blie: foz let this (office, at any great pꝛeſſe of people 
oz meeting, there the Foiſt and the Nippe is in his 
kinadome; Thereloꝛe let all men take this caueat, 
that when they walke abꝛoad amid anie of the foze- 
named places o like aCemblies,that they tak great 
care fo their purſe how they place it, and not leaue 
it careiefle in their pockets 02 boaſe, fo the Foiſt is 
Co nimble handed that bee exceeds the tugler fo2 agi- 
lity, and path his legiet de maine as perfectly: ther- 
ſaze an erquifite Foiſt muſt haue thze pꝛoperties 
that a god @urgion ſhould haue, and that is an Ea- 
gles eie a Ladies hand, and a Lyons heart, an Ea- 
gles eit to ſpie a purchaſe , to haue a quicke inſight 
where the bong lies, and then a Lyons heart not 
to feare what the end will bee, and then a Ladies 
band to be little and nimble, the better to diue into 
the pocket. Theſe are the perfect pꝛoperties of a 
Foilt: bat pou muſt note that there be diuerſities of 
this kind of people, ſo2 there be cittie Nips x coun- 
trey Nips which haunt from faire to faire, and ne- 


uer tome in London, vnleſic it be at Bartholmewe 
faire, oz ſome other great and extraoꝛ dinat ie aſſem- 
blies: owe there is a moꝛtall hate betwerne the 
Countrey Faiſt an d the Ciftie Foiſt, fo2 if the citic 
Fciſt ſpie one ofthe connies in London, ſtraight he 


lkes 
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ſckes by ſome meanes to ſmoae dim, and ſo the 
Conntrey Nip ił he ſpie a Cittie Nip iu any faire, 
then hee ſmoakes him ſtraight, and bzings him in 
danger, it he flee not away the moze ſpedrite, beſide 
there be women Foiſts and women QNips, but the 
woman Foiſt is moſt daungerous, fo; commonlie 
there is ſome olde baud, oz ſnoutfaic ſtrumpet, who 
inueigleth either ſome ignoꝛant man oz ſeme pong 
vouth fo folly, ſhe hath ſtraight her Had in dis paket, 
and ſo foiſts hum of all that hee hath: but let all ment 
take hed of ſuch common harlots, who either fit in 
the ftrets in euenings, oꝛ els dwel in baudy houſes 
and ars pliant . cuery mans tare, ſuch are alwates 
Foiſts and Pickeporkets, and fecks the ſpoite of ali 
ſuch as meddle with them, and in tolening of ſach 
baſe minded leachers as giue theſetues to ſuch lend 
companie,are woozthy of what ſo ener befals, and 
ſometime they cate) ſuch a Spanilhp pip, that they 
bane no mote hair on their head thenantherr nails. 
But leauing ſeach trumpets to their ſonles confuft- 
on and bodies cozrection.in Bzxive- welt : Againe,to 
eur Nips and Foifts, who haue a kind of fraternity 
02 bꝛother · hod among them, hauing a hall o2 placg 
of merting, where they confer ol waightie matters, 
touching their woꝛkt · manſhip, fo; they are pꝛoui⸗ 
dent in that, euerye one of them hath lome trufite 
friend whom he calleth his treaſurer, and with him 
he lates vp ſome ratable poꝛtion, df enery purſe het 
dꝛawes, that when need requires,and he is bzought 
in danger, de map haue mouep to make rompoſition 
with the partie: Gut oflate;theve hath bens agreat 
ſcourge fallen amongſt them,foz now if a purſe bee 
dꝛawen of any great vale w, ſtraight the partie ma- 


keth lriends to ſome one 02 other of the Counſell oz 
ID 2 other 
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other inferio2 hir Paieſties Juſtices, and then they 
ſend out warraunts if they cannot learne who the 
Foiſt is, to the kepers of Newgate that they take 
vp all the Nips and Foilts about the cittie, and let 
them lie there while the money be reanſwered vn⸗ 
to the party, ſo that ſome pay the pound, nay ſiue 
ptund at a tunc accoꝛding as the ſame loſſe did a+ 
mount vnta, which doth greatly impouer iſhe their 
trade, and hinder their figging law. Therefoꝛe a- 

bout ſuch cauſes grows their inating,fo; they haue 
. | kinde of cozpoz ation, as having wardens of their 
| company . . anda hall: J remember heir hall was 
onte about 3Buſhops gats ; nerre vato-filbgys folic, 
hut becauſe it was a noted plate, they baue-remoo- 
uied it to Rent. ſtreet, and as far as A can leatue, it 


is kept at one Laurence Pickerioges houle, one that 


path bene it he be not ſtill anotabls Foilt. Aman of 
god calling he is. and well allied bother in law to 
Hull the angman, there kepe they their ſeaſts and 
werkely metinges , fit fog (heit company. This 
daue J parti pe ſet downe the nature of the Foilf, 
und the Nip, with their ſpeciall haunts, as a caueat 

to al eſtates to be ware of ſuch wicked per ſons, who 
are as p2ciudiciall to the Common- wealth as ante 

| other faculty what ſoeuer, and although they be by 
the great diſcretion of the Judges and Juſtices dai- 

nue truſt vp, vet ſtill there ſpzingeth vppe-yong that 
grow in time fo beate fruit fit foz the gallowes: let 
then euerp man be as careſull as polſibly bee may, 
und by this taueat take hd of his puri, ſoʒ the pzay 
makes the therle, and there and end 


Amer- 
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merry tale how a Miller had his purſe cut 
in N2w gate market. 


Am 


ict, ſitting in one of the romes next to the 
————— ltcete, they might perceiue wher a meale 
man ſtood ſelling of meale, and had a large bag by 
his ſide, where by comecture there was ſome ſfoze 
of monep, the old Coole, the old cut purſe J mean, 
ſpying this, was delighted with the ſhew of ſo glo- 
rious an obica, fo2 a full purſe is as pleaſing to a 
Cut pur ſe eie, as the curious Phiſnomy of Venus 
was to the amoꝛous God of war, and entring to a 
merry vaine as one that counted that purchaſe his 
oba, diſcouered it to the Nouice and bad him goe x 
nip it, the young toward ſcholler although perhaps 
he had ſtriken (ome few ſtroks befoze, vet ſceing no 
great pꝛeſſe of people, and the mcale-inans hande 
often vppon his bagge, as if he had in times paſt 
ſmoakte (ome of their faculty, was halfe afraive 
and doubted of his owne experience and ſo refuſed 
to doe it. Away villaine ſaith the old Nippe, art 
thou fainte harted, belonges if to our trade to del 

paire? If thou wilt onely doe common woꝛke, and 
not make experience of ſome harde matters ko at⸗ 
tempt, thou wilt neuer be maiſter of thine occupa⸗ 
tion, therefoze try thy wits and doe it, at this the 
young ſtripling ſtalkes me out ofthe Tauern, and 
feeling ik his Cuttle boung were glibbe and of a gad 
edge, went to this meale⸗ man fo enter combats 
hand to hand with his purſe, but ſ&ing the meale⸗ 
mans eye was ſtill abzoade, andfoz want of other 
ſpoꝛl that he plaied with his purſe, he was afraide 
to truſt ether to his —_—_ Foztune ,and theres 

3 foe 
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foze went backe againe without any act atchieued. 
ob now laith the olde Rip what haſt thon done, 
nothing quoth he, ehe knaue is ſo wary, that it is vn 
poſſible to get any purthaſe there, fo2 he ſtands pla- 
ing with his purſe foz want of other cxrerciſe , At 
this his fellow les out and ſmiles, making this 
repiy. And doeſt thou count it impoſſible to haue 
the incale-mans bonng, lend me thy knife fo2 mine 
is left at home, 4 thou ſhalt ſ me ſtrike it ſtraight, 
and J will ſhew thee a Method, how perhaps here- 
after to doe the like after my example. and to make 
the a good ſcholter, and therefoꝛe goe with me and 
doe as J hall inffrac ther, degin but a fained quar⸗ 
rell, and when J giue thee a watche woozd, then 
thꝛowe flower in my kate, and if J miſſe his purſe 
let me be hanged foz my labour, with that he gaug 
him certaine pꝛinciples to obſerue, and then paide 
fa2 the wine and ont they went together. As ſon 
as they were come to the meale- man, the olde 
Nippe began fo ieſt with the other abont the il · 
lers ſacke, and the other replied as knauichlpe, at 
laſt, the elder called the younger Roague, Roague 
thou SWwaine, quoth hee, doeſt thou oz dareſt thou 
diſhonoar mee with ſuch a baſe title? And with 
that taking a whole hand full of meale out of the 
ſacke, thꝛew it full in the olde Nippes necke and 
his bꝛeſt, and then ranne away. Mee being thus 

duſted with meale, intreated the meale man to 
wipe it out ok his necke, and ſtoopte downs his 
head, the meale man laughing to ſ& him ſo raped 
and Whitcd, was willing to ſhake off the meale, 
and the whilſt, while hee was buſte about that, the 
' Nippe had ſtroken the purſe and done his feate, and 
both cout tedallp thanked the meale man and _ 
E. p 
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ly went away with his purchaſe. The pode man 
thinking little of this Cheate,began againe to play 
with his purſe (fringes, and ſuſpected nothing till 
be had ſoulde a pecke of meale,and offered to change 
money , and then hee found his purſe bottomleſſe, 
which froke ſuch a colde quandary to his ſtomack, 
as if in a froſty moꝛning hee had dꝛuncke a dꝛaught 
of ſmall bere next his heart, hee began then to ex- 
claime againſt ſuch villaines, and called to minde 
bow in ſhaking the duſt out of the Gentlemans 
necke, he ſhakte his menep out of his purſe, and ſo 
the pooꝛe meale man fetch a great ſigh, knit vp his 
ſacke and went (o0zowing home. 


The ſecond part 


A kinde conceipt of a Foiſt performed in 
Paules, 


Vile J was Waiting this diſcouery of fols 
ding. e was deſirous of any intelligence 

$4 2 that might be giuen mee, a Gentleman a 
friend of mine, repoꝛted vnto me this pleaſant tale, 
of a Foiſt, as J well remember it grew to this el⸗ 
fect. Ther walked in the middle walk a plain couns 
trep farmar a man of god wealth. e that had a well 
lined purſe, onely barely thꝛuſt vppe in a round ſlop 
which a crue of Foiſts hauing perceiued, ther harts 
were ſet on fire to haue it. and every one had a fling 
at him but all in vaine, foꝛ he kept his hand cloſe in 
his pocket, and his purſe faſt in his fiſt like a ſubtil 
ch urle, that either had been fozewarnd of Paules, 
oꝛ elſe had afoze time ſinoakte ſome of that faculty, 
well. hom ſo euer, i was vnpoſſible to doe any god 
ithim he was lo wary, The Foilts ſpping this, 
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ramed their wits fo the plaheſt ſtring how to cõ. 
olliticke 


chat 


ſe this boung, pet could not all their 
concetpts fetch the farmar ouer, ſoꝛ iuſtle 
with him, offcr to ſhake him by the hand, all would 
not ſcrue fo get his hand ont of his pocket. Atlaf 
one of the crue that foꝛ his ſkil might haue bin Das 
cozat in his muſtery, amongſt them all chofe out a 
god Foiſt, one of a nimble hand x great agility, and 
ſaid to the reſt thus: aſters it ſhil not be ſaid ſuch 
a baſe peaſaunt ſhall ſlip away from ſuch a crue Af 
Gentlemen Fsiſtes as wee are, and not haue his 
purſe dꝛawen, and therfoze this time Jle play the 


ffaule my (clfe,and if J hitte him not home, count 
me foz a bungler fo; euer, and ſo he left them and 
went to the fa:mar and walkt directly befoꝛe hin t 
nert him th:& 02 fonre tarnes, at taſt ſtanding fill 
hee 
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he eryed alas honeſt man helpe me, J am not well, 


and with that ſuncke downe ſuddenlp in a ſowne, 
the poz Farmer ſeing a pꝛoper pong gentlema (as 
he thought) fall dead afoze him, ſtept to him, peide 
him in his armes, rub'd dim and chafte him: at this 
there gathered a greate multitude of people about 
hum, and the whillt the Foiſte dzewe the Farmers 
purſſe and awaye : by that the other thought the 
feate was done, he began to tome ſomthing to him⸗ 
ſelle again, and ſo halle ſtaggering, ſtumbled out of 
Poules, and went alter the crue where they had as 
pointed to mete, and there boaſted of his wit and 
experience. The Farmer little ſuſpecting this vil⸗ 
lanye, th2uſt his hand into his pocket and miſt his 
purſe, ſearcht fo2 it, but lyning and ſhelles and all 
was gon, which made the Country man in a great 
maze, that he ſtod fill in a dump ſo long, that a gen 
tleman perceiuing it aſked what he ayld: what aile 
J ũr quoth he, truely J am thinking how men may 
long as well as women, why doſt thou coniequre 
that honeſt man quoth he? marry ſir anſwers the 
Farmer, the gentlemã euen now that ſowned here 
J warrant him bꝛeds his wines child, foꝛ the cauſe 
of his ſodain qualme that he fell downe deade grew 
of longing: the gentleman demanded how he knew 
that, welt inough fir quoth he, and he hath his lon- 
ging to, foꝛ the pozeman longedfoz my purſſe, and 
thankes be to God he hath it with him. At this all 
the bearers laught , but not ſo merrilye as the 


Foiſte and his fellowes, that then were ſharing 
his moneys 


Ei. A 
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A quaint conceite of a Cutler & acutpurſſe. 


Hippe bauing by foztune loſt his Cuttle 
boung oz hauing not one fit foz his purpoſe, 
wente to a canning Cutler tohaue a newe 
made, and pꝛeſcribed the Cutler ſuch a me⸗ 
thod and fozme to make his knife and the faſhion to 
be lo ſtronge, gining ſuch a charge of the finencs 
of the temper and well ſetting of the edge, that the 
Cuticr wondzed what the gentlema woulddo with 
it, yet becanſe he offccd ſo largely foꝛ the making of 
it, the Cutler was ſilent and made fewe queſtions 
oncly he appointed him the time to come foz it, and 
that was thꝛee dates after: Well, the time beeing 
expired, the Gentleman Qip came, and ſeeing his 
knife liked it paſſing well, and gaue him his monep 
with aduantage. The Cutler defirous to know to 
what vſe hee woulde put it, (aide to the Catpurſe 
thus,ſir quoth he J haue made many kniues in my 
dayes,and pet J ncuer lawe any of this forme, fa- 
ſhion, temper oz edge, # thcrfoze if without offence 
3 pꝛap vou tell me how oz to what will you vſeit? 
While thus he ſtod talking with the Nippe.he ſpy⸗ 
ing the purſſe in his apꝛone, had cut it paſſing cun⸗ 
ningly , and then haung his purchaſe cloſe in his 
hand, made anſwer, in faithiny frand to diſſemble 
is a ſollp, tis to cut a purſſe withall and J hope to 
haue god hanſell, vou are amerry gentlema quoth 
the Cutler, 3 tell true ſaid the Cutpurſſe and away 
he goes. No ſoner was he gone from the ſtalle but 
there came an other and bought a knife and ſhould 
haue ſingle money againe, the Cutler thinking to 
put his hand in his bagge, thꝛuſt it quight thzough 
at the bottom, all his moncy was gone, x the _ 
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cut, perteiuing this and remeinbzing how the man 
pꝛaide he might haue god hanſell, he fetcht a great 
ſigh and ſaide, now J ſ@ he that makes a ſnare,firlt 
falles into it himſelfe: J made a knife to cut other 
mens purſſes and mine is the firlt hanſell, well re⸗ 
uenge is fallen vpon me, but J hope the roape will 
fall vpon him, and ſo he ſmothed vp the matter to 
bimſelſe, leaſt men ſhould laugh at his ſtrange foz⸗ 


tune. 
The diſcouery of the Lifting Law. 


He Lift, is he that ſtealeth oz pzowleth any 
Plate, Juells, boultes of Batten, Veluct, oz 
ſuch parcels from any place by a flight couey- 

ance vnder his cloke, oz ſo ſecretly that it may 
not be eſpyed; of Lifts there be diners kindes as 
their natures be different,ſome baſe roges that lift 
when they come into Alehouſes quart potts, plats 
ters, clokes, ſwoꝛds.oʒ any ſuch paltrie traſh which 
commonly is called pilfering oꝛ petulacerie,fo2 vns 
der the cullour offpending two oꝛ the pots of ale, 
they lift awaye any thing that commeth within 
the tompaſſe of their reache, hauing a fine q nimble 
agilitie of the hand as the Foiſt had: theſe are the 
common and raſcall ſoztes of Lifts, but the higher 
degrees and gentlemen Lifts haue to the perfo2- 
mance of their faculty thz& parties ofneceſcitic-the 
Lift, the Parker andthe Santar: the Lift attired 
in the fozme of a ciuell Country gentleman, comes 
with the Parker into ſome Merters ſhop, Paber- 
daſhers,Coldſmiths,oz any ſach place where any 
particular parcels of wozth are to be conuaid, and 
there he calles to ſ& a boulte of Batten, Ueluet oz 
any ſuch commoditie, and not liking the pyle, culler 
92 bzacke, he calles fo _ and the whiles he be- 
ITT Zins 
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gins to reſolue which of them molt fitly may be lit⸗ 
ted, and what Garbage (fo2 ſo he calles the gods 
ſtolne) may be moſt ealip couuaid, then he callcs to 
the Merters man and lapes, ſirtha reach me that 
pere ot veluet oꝛ ſattt̃, oꝛ that Juel, chaine oꝛ pate 
of Plate, and whillt the fellow turnes his backe, 
be commits his Garbage to the Parker: foʒ note, 
the Liſt is without his cloke,in his dublet a boſe to 
aucide the moꝛe ſuſpicion:the Marker which is the 
reteiuer of the Lifts luggage, giues a winke to the 
Santar that walkes betoze the windowe and then 
the Santar gouig by in great haſt, the Parker cals 
bun 4 laies, ſir a wozde with pou, haue a meſſage 
fo do vnto pou from a very frend of yours, and the 
errand is of ſome tmpoztaunce, truely ſir ſaies the 
Santar Jhaue very vꝛgent buſines in hand and as 
at this time I cannot tape, but one woꝛde and no 
moꝛe lates the Parker, and then he deliuers hin 
whatſoeuer the Lift hath connatde vnto him, and 
then the Santar goes his war, who neuer came 
within the ſhop, and is a man vnknone to them all: 
ſuppoſe he is ſmoakte and his liftinge is lokt into, 
then are they vpon their pantophles, becaule there 
is nothing found about them: they delie the wozld 
ſoʒ their honeſtie, becauſe thep be as diſhoneſt as as 
ny in the woꝛld, and ſweare as God ſh all iudge the 
they neuer ſlawe the parcell loft, but Oathes with 
them are like winde out of a bellowes, which being 
cole liindicth fier: fo their vowes are without con⸗ 
ſaence and ſo they call foz reuenge: Thereloꝛc let 
this be a caucat to all occupacions, ſciences and mi⸗ 
ſterpes, that they beware of the gentleman Liff, 
und to haue an eye to ſuch as cheapen their wares 
and not When they call to ſ& new ſluffe to lcaue 
the olde behinde them, foz the fingers of Liſts are 
fourmcd 
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fourmed of Adamant, though they touche not yet. 
thcy haue vertue attradiue to dzawe any pelfe to 
them as the Adamant dooth the Jron. But pet 
theſe Lifts haue aſabtillſhift to blinds the wozlde 
fo; this cloſe kind of coſonage they haue when they 
want moncy,one of them apparelles bun ſclfe ike 
a Country Farmer, x with a Pemoꝛandũ dzawen 
in lome legall fozme,comes to the chamber cf ſome 
Counlapler oꝛ Surgeant at Law with his Marker 
and his Santar, and there telles the Lawper bis 
caſe and deſires his Counſaile, the whileſt the Par 
ker and the Santar lay the plattozme fo2 any Ras 
pier, dagger, cloakc,gownc oz any other partell of 
woꝛth that is in the withd2a wing oz vtter chaber, 
and aſſonc as thep haue thep goe their wap: then 
when the Lawyer hath giuen his opinio of the caſe 
the Lift requires, then he puts in ſome demurre 02 
blinde, and ſaies he will haue his cauſe better diſcos 
ucred and then he will come to his wozlbip againe, 
ſo talking his leaue without his ten ſhillings fe, he 
goes his waies to ſhare what his companyors had 
gotten; the like method they vic with Scriueners, 
foz comming by the ſhop and ſing any Garbage 
woꝛth the lifting on, ſtarteth in to haue an Obliga⸗ 
tion oꝛ Bill made in haſte, and while the Scriucner 
is buſie, the Lift bꝛingeth the Marker to the blow, 
and ſo the luggage is carried away. Now, theſe 
Lifts haue their ſpeciall receiuers of their ſtoine 
gods, which are two ſundzpe parties. either ſome 
notoꝛious Bawdes in whoſe houſes they lpe, and 
they keep commanly tapping houſes and haue pong 
trugges in their houſe which are tonſoꝛtes to theſe 
Lifts and lone them ſo deere, that they neuer leaue 
them till they come to the gallowes, oꝛ tiſe they be 
Bꝛohers, a uind ok idle ſozt ot liuers as pernitious 
Tz, as the 
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as the Liſt,fo2 they receiue at their handes what⸗ 
ſocuer Oarbage is conuaped, be it linnen, wollen, 
plate, Juclls, and this they do by a bill of ſaile, ma⸗ 
king the bill in the name of John a Nokes 02 John 
a Styles, ſo that they ſhadow the Lift x pet kepe 
them ſelues without the danger of the law. Thus 
are theſe Bꝛokers and Bawdes as it were, etfici⸗ 
ent cauſes of the Lifters villanp, foz were it not 
their alluring ſpaches and their ſecret tonſealings, 
the Lift foz wante of receiuers ſhould be faine to 
take a new courſe of life, oꝛ elſe be continnally dꝛi⸗ 
ven into great extreames foz ſelling his Garbage, 
and thus much bzxſcly foz the nature of the Lift, 


T he diſcouery of the Combing Law, 


He Courber, which the commen people call 
1 the Hooker, is he that witz a Curbe (as they 

tearme it) oꝛ hokr, do pull out of a winbowe 

any loole linnen cloth,appare'l o2 «1ie 1, o⸗ 
ther heulhold Luffe what (ocucr, ub folne por⸗ 
cells, they in their Art call lnappinges: to the per⸗ 
fozmance ot this law there be required, oncly two 
vcr (ons, the Courber and the Warpe: the Courber 
hic otfceis to ſpye in the day time fit places where 
his trade map de pzamiſed at night, and comming 
to any window ikit be ope, then he hath his purpoſe 
if hut, then growing into the nature of the blacks 
Art path his trickers, which are engines of Jron ſo 
cunningly wꝛought, that he will cut a barr of Jron 
in two with then ſo eaſilye, that ſcarcelpe hall the 


ſtanders by heare him: then when he hath the win⸗ 


dow open and ſpyes any fat ſnappings woꝛth the 


Curbing, then ſtreight he ſets the Warp to watch, 


whohath a long cloak to touer whatſoeuer he — 
en 
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then doth the other thꝛuſt in along hoke ſome nine 
fote in length(Which he calleth a Curbe) that hath 
at the end a croke with the tpnes turned contrary 
ſo that tis vnpollible to miſſe if there be anye ſnap⸗ 
pinges abꝛoade: Now this longe hoke they call a 
Curbe,and becauſe you (hail not wonder how they 
carry it foꝛ being eſpyed, know this that it is made 
with topntes like an angle rod, and can be conuaid 
into the ſoꝛme of a trunchion 4 wozne in the hand 
like a walking ſtaffe, vntill they come to their pur⸗ 
poſe and then they let it out at the length and hole 
oꝛ curbe what ſoeuer is loſe and within the reaches 
and then he conueyes it to the Wiarpe, and from 
thence ( as thep liſt) their ſnappinges goes to the 
Bꝛoker oz to the Bawd, and there they haue as 
ready money foz it as Perchants haue fo2 their 
ware in the Exchaunge: beſide, there is a Dyucr 
winch is in the verp nature of the Courber, fo2 as 
he puts ina wie, ſo the other puts tn at the wins 
dowe ſome little figging bop; who plapes his parte 
notably, and perhaps the youth is ſo well inſtructed . 
that he is a ſcholler in the blacke Arte, and tan pick 
a locke if it be not to troſſe warded, end Teliuer to 
the Dyuer what ſnappinges he findes in the cham⸗ 
ber. Thus vou hcare what the Courber doth and 
the Dpuer, and what inconucmence growes to 
many by their baſe villanpes: therefoze I do waſh 
all men leruants and maids, to becarefull ſo2 their 
Maſters commodities, and to lcaue no lle endes 
abꝛoade, cſpecially in chambcrs where windowes 
open to the ſtrate, leaſt the Courber take them as 
ſnappinges, and conuape them to the couſeninge 
1320kcr. 

Let this ſaffiſe, and now J will recreate your 
wits with a merry Tale oz two, 

| Ot a 
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Of a Courber,&liow cuningly he wastaken, 


went walking in the dead of the night to ſpp out 

ſome window open koz their purpoſe, x bychance 

came by a Nobie mans houſe about London and 
ſaw the windowe of the pozters lodge open,andlos 
king in, ſpyed latte ſnappings and bad bis Wlarpe 
watch carefully fo2 there would be purchaſe,4 with 
that tok his Courb and thzuftit into the chamber, 
and the Pozter lying in his bed was awake x (awe 
all, and (0 was his bedfellow that was peoman of 
the wine ſeller, the Pozter ffole out of his bed to 
marke what would be doone, and the firte ſnap⸗ 
ping the Courber light on, was his Liuerpe coate, 
as he was d2zawing it to the winbowe, the Pozter 
caſilpe liftcd it ot and ſo the Coarber dꝛew his hok 
in vaine, the whilſte his bedfellow ole out of the 
chamber and rapſed bptwo oz tha moze and went 
about to take them, but ill the rogue he plycdhis 
buſincs and lighted ona gowne that he vſed to fit in 
in the Poꝛters lodge, and warily dzewit,but when 
it came at the windowe, the Poꝛter dꝛe w it oft ſo 
lightly that the hoker perteiued it not: then when 
he law his Courbe would take no holde, he [woze 
and chaſte and tolde the Warp he had holde of two 
god ſnappes and pet mill them both and that the 
fault was 1a his Courb, then he fell to ſharping and 
hammering of the hol to make it kp better hold, 
and in againe he thꝛuſts it and lightes vpon a paire 
of buffe hoſe, but when he had dꝛawen them to the 
windowe the Pozter toke them off againe, which 
made the Courber almoſt mad, æ woe he thought 


the deuill was abzode ta night he had ſuch * koʒ⸗ 
| | une: 


| C ſoꝛtuned ot late that a Courber his Warxe 
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tune: nape ſaycs the pecman of the ſeller, there is 
the abꝛoade, and we are come to fctche you avid 
four hokes to hell ſo they app2chended theſe baſe 
rogucs d carried them into the Pozters ladge and 
made that their pulon. In the moꝛning a true of 
Gent leinen inthe houſe, fatte foz Judges (in that 
they would not trouble their Loꝛd with ſuch filtoy 
Caterpillers) and by them they were found guiltie, 
and condemned to abide fozty blowes a pace with 
a baſt inado, which they had ſollempnly paide, and 
ſo went away without any further damage. 


Ot the ſubtilty ofa Curber in cooſoning a Maide, 


Merrye ict and a ſubtile, was repoꝛted to 
me ofa cunning Courbcr, who had appars 
reld him ſelfe maruclous bzaue, like (ome 
god welfaudured pong Gentleman, and in 
ſtead of a man had his Warpe to waite vpon him: 
this mathe faced roguc comes into Hoze Falds, 
andcauſedhis man to carry apottell of Jpocras 
vader his cloak, and there had lcarnd out amongit 
others that was d2pingof clothes, of a very well 
fauoured maide that was there with her Flaſkit 
of liunen. what her Paiſter was, where {be dwelt, 
and what hernamec:hamag gotten this infclligfce, 
fo this maide he goes and courtcoulſly ſalutes her, 
and after ſome pꝛittpe chatte, tels her how he ſawe 
ber ſundꝛy times at hec Palſters doe, and was ſo 
belotted with her beauty, that he had made inqui⸗ 
ry what her qualitics were, which by the neigh⸗ 
boars be generally heard to be to vertuons, tha! 
his deſire was the moze inflamed, and therevpot 
in ſigne of god will, and in further acquaintante 
F. bad 
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- parted: till about tenne a clock at night, when he 
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had bꝛought her a pottle of 3pocras: tbe maid ſæ⸗ 
ing him a god pꝛoper man, tonke it very kindelpe, 
andthankt hin and ſo the y d2unke the Ame, and 
after a little Loucrs pꝛattle, foz that tune they 
parted. 

The Paids hart was ſet on fire, that a Gentle - 
man was become a ſuter vnto ber, and ſte began 
to thunrk better of ber (clic then cucr (he did defoze, 
and wered ſo pꝛeud that her other ſuters were 
counted to baſe fo2 ber, and there might ve none 
welcome but this new come gentle man ber loucr. 
Wl, diverſe times they appointed meetings, that 
they grew very tamiliar, and he oltentunes would 
come to her Pai“ ers houle, when all but ſhe and 
her fellow maides were a bed ſo that he and the 


Marpe his man did almoſt know cucrye toꝛncr of 


the houſe : It foztuned that ſo long he dalticd, that 
at length he meant carneſt.butnotto marrpe the 
Maide whatſoeuer he had done els, and comming 
into the Feldes to her on a waſhing dape, ſawe a 
migytie deale of fine Linnen wozth twenty pound 
as he conieaured:; whercupon hc thought this 
night toſct downe his reſt, andtherefozc he was 
very pleaſant with his Loucr, and tolde ber that 
that night after her Mailer and Piſtris were to 
bed he would come and bing a bottell of Sacke 
with him and dzinke with her: the maide glad at 
thele newes, pꝛomiſed to fit vp foꝛ him and lo they 


caine and bzought his man with him, and one o⸗ 
ther Courber with his tles, who should ſtand 
without the doꝛes. To be bꝛet, welcome he came, 
and ſo welcome as a man might be to a maide: he 


that had moze minde to ſpie the clothes, then to 
loke 
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loke on her fanour, at lait perteiued them in a Par 
lour that ſtod tothe ret ward, and there would 
the maid haue had him ſit, no lwating quoth beit 
is to nere the brate, we can ncither laugh noꝛ be 
merp but cuerp one that paſſcti by mutt heare vs: 
vpon that they remoued into another rome, and 
pleaſaut they were, and tippled the Sacke round, 
till all was out, and the Gentleman ſwoꝛe that he 
would haue another pottle, and ſo ſent his man, 
who tolde the other Courber that Ude without, 
where the window was he ſhould wozke at, + as 
way gocs he foz moze Backe and b2inges it verpe 
ozderlp, and then to their cuppes they fall againe, 
while the Courber without had not left one ragge 
of Linnen behinde. Late it grew, and the mozning 
began to war grape, and away goes this Cour ber 
and his man, leauing the maid very pleaſant with 
his flattering pꝛomiſes vntill ſuch time as poze 
ſoule (he went into the Parloꝛ, and miſt all her 
Matſters Linnen, then what a ſoꝛztowkull hart ſhe 
— { reicr to them that haue gra uod at the like 

olle, 


The Diſouerie of the Blacke Art, 


FT He Black Atte is picking of Leckes, and to 
this bulic trade two perlons are requiecd, 
the Charme and the S tand, the Charm is be 

that doth the feate, and the Stand is he that 
watchetg: There be moꝛe that belong to the bur⸗ 
glary fo conuayting away the gods, but only two 
are imploide about the lock: the Charme hath ma⸗ 
ny licycs and wꝛeſts, which they call picklocks, and 
foz eucry fundzy falhion they haue a ſundry term, 
F 2 buf 
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but J am ignoꝛant of their woꝛds of ort, and ther⸗ 
foze J omit them, ouelp this, they haue ſuch cun⸗ 
ning in opening a Loch, that they will vnde the 
hardeſt Lock though neuer ſo weil warded. cuen 
while aman may turne his backe, ſome have their 
inſtruements from Italie made of dale, ſome are 
made here by @miths, that are partatcers mtheir 
billancus occupatiors: but houſocuer, well map 
it be called the blacke £rt,fo2 the Deuil cannot do 
better then they in their facultic. 3 once ſau e the 
erpcrience of it my lelfe, foz beirg in the Counter 
vpon a commaundement, tyere came in a famous 
fellow in the blacke art, as ſtrong in that qualitye 
as damon: Che partie now is dead, and by foz⸗ 
tune died in his bed, I bering that be was a charm 
bt gan to e tet familiaritie withitm, and to haue 
an inſight into his art, ter lome atquaint ance he 
toldt me much, and one day being in my Thamber 
I ſheued hin my Deſ. e, and alut him if he could 
pick that little ſeck that was ſo well warded, and 
to littit as I thougłt foꝛ anp ok his ginnes. Abe 
ſit laics be, J au. ſo cxperienced in the blacke Art, 

that if J do but blow vpon a Leck:t ſhall lp ope, 
_ avdtbcriozeltt meeeme to pour Deſbe, and doo 
but turne flut tinics abcut, and you (hall ſ@ my 
cunning, with that J did as he bad me, and ere J 
bad turned fine tunes, his hand was rilling in mp 
Deſne verye ozderlye, J wondꝛed at it, and 
thought verily that the Peatil and his Dam was 
en his fliigers. much diſcommodity growes Lp this 
black Art in hops a: noble mens houſcs fog their 
plate the refoꝛc are they mot? ſeuerely to be lokt in 
to by the honourable aud wozſhipkull cf England, 
and to end this diſcourſe as picaſantly as the reſt, 


3 will 
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J wil rehearſe pou a true tale done by a moſt wo:⸗ 
Mhipfull Bnigeit in Lancaſhire, agaialt a Tinner 
that pꝛoleſſed the Blaca Art. 


A true and merry Tale of a Knight, and a Tiaker 
that was a pick- locke. 


Dt far aff from Bolton in the Bo2es, there 
{ dwelled an auncient Buight, who oz curte⸗ 
ſte and hoſpitallitte was famous in thole 
partes : diucrs of his Tennantes making 
repairc to his hcuſe, offred diucis complaintes to 
him how their lockes were pickt in the night and 
diuers of them vtterly vndon dy that meanes and 
who it thoutd be they could not tell, onely they ſuſ⸗ 
peded a Tinker that went about the County and 
in all places did ſpend verpe lauichlpe: the Bight 
willing, heard what they crhibited, and pꝛomiſed 
both redꝛeſſe and reuenge if he 02 they could learng 
out the man. It chanced not long after thear coni⸗ 
plaintcs, but this ioilpe Linzer (fo experte in the 
black arte/came by the houſe of this Unight, as the 
olde gentleman was walking afoze the gate and 
crped ſoꝛ wozke, the Anight Uraight conic du: ing 
this mould be that famous rogue that did ſo much 
hurt to his Tennaates, cald in and aſkt if they had 
any worte foz the Cintzer, the Coke aunſwered 
there was th: oꝛ foure old Uettles to mend, come 
in Linzer, ſo this fellowe came in, latde downe his 
budget and fell to his wozge, a black {acke of bœre 
fo: this Linker (ayes the night, J know ttakers 
hane dꝛye loulcs: the Tinker he was pleaſant and 
thankt him humble, the Knight ſate down by hun 
and fell aranſacking his budget, and aſ.ied where- 
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foꝛe this tole ſerued and wherfoze that, the finker 
tolde hun all, at laſt as he tumbled amongſt his old 


bꝛaſſe the night ſpped thꝛœ 62 fower bunches of 


pick⸗lockes, he turnd them ouer quickly as though 
he had not ſene them and laid, well tinker J wars 
rant thou art᷑ a paſſing cunning fellow 4 well ſkild 
in thine occupacion by the ũ oze of toles thou haſt 
in thy budget In faith if it pleaſe your wozſhip 
quoth he, J am thankes he to Bod my craftes mats 
er. J, ſo much J percciue that thou art a paſſing 
canning fellowe quoth the Knight, therefoze let vs 
haue a frech Jacke of bare and that of the beſt and 
Qrongeft fo2 the 4. tikcr - thus he paſt away the 
time pleaſantiye, and when he had done his we2lic 
he alicy what he would hauc fo2 his paines: tut 
two chullunges of pour weozſhip guoth the © tinker, 
two chullnges (apes the Entayt, alas Tinker it is 
tolitt le, fo? 4 ſw bpthy ties thou att a palling 
cumung wo2kcemaii, bolde there is two (hillifges 
come in ait dꝛinte a cup of wine befozc thou goeſt 


but Jypꝛay tar tell me which wap trauatileſt thou: 


faith ſir quot the Tinker all is onc to me. am not 
much out cf my way whcrlocuer J goc,but ncw J 
am going to Lanca'iert J pꝛaye the Tinker then 
quoth the Right carry mic a Letter to the Jayloz, 
fo2 I ſcat in a fellon thither the other day and 1 
would (cad word to tie Japloz he would take no 
bale foz him, marry that 4 will in moſt dutifull 
manner quoth he and much mo2e fo2 your wozlhip 
then that: giue him a cup cf winc quoth the Braght 
and ſirrha (ſpeaking to his Clarke) make aLetter 
to the Japloꝛ, but then he whiſperd to him and bad 
him make a niittimus to ſend the Tinker to pꝛiſon, 


the Clarke anſwered he knewe not his naine, — 
ma 
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make him fell it the him e ſapes the night and 
therefoꝛe fall you to pour pen the Clarke began fo 
waite his mutimus, and the Knight began to alke 
what Countryman he was where he dwelt # what 
was his name, the Tinber tolde dun all, and the 
Clarke ſet it in with this prouiſo to the Japloz that 
he chould kep him fall boltedo2 clic he would bꝛeak 
awipe. Affwae as the mttunus was made, ſealed 
and lubſcribed in foꝛme ofa Let fer, the Knight tok 
it and deliuered it to the Tinker and ſaid, giue this 
to the chwefe Japloz of Lancaſter # here's two !bils 
lings moꝛe ſoꝛ thy labour, ſo the Ciicket toke the 
Letter and the money and with many a cap i knee 
thanked the olde Bnight and departed: and made 
haſte til be came at Lancaller, and ſtaid not in the 
town ſo much as to taſte one cp of nappy ale, be⸗ 
foʒe he came at the Jailoꝛ, and fo him very baiſkly. 
he deliuer ed his letter, the iailoꝛ to it and read it 
and ſmilde a god, and ſaid tinker thou art wel om 
foꝛ ſuch a Rights ſake, he bids me giue thee p be tk 
entertainement J may, J ür quoth the twicker the 
NAnight loues me wel, but 7p2ay you hath p con!'s 
tcous gentlema remembꝛed ſuch a ph inan as J? 
J marry doth he tincker, aud therotoꝛc ſirra q. he 
to one oł his men, tab the tinner in ploweft word 
clapa ſtrong pair of bolts on his hales, and a baſil 
of 28. pound weigh t, and then ſirra ſa if pour pick 
locks wil ſerue the turne to bale you hencc: at this 
the tinker was blank, but pet he thoubgt the tailoz 
had but ieſted, but wo he heard the Hittimus, his 
hart was colde, and dad not a woꝛd to ſay bis cons 
ſcience accuſed, and there he lay while the next ſel⸗ 
ſions, and was hangd at Lantaſter, and all his (kil 
in the black art could not ſerue him. 


FINIS. 


